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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/18/06 
has been entered. 

Claims 1, 7-9, 12-16, 42 and 49-52 are cancelled. Claims 2-6, 10-11, 17-41, 43- 
48 and 53-60 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371© of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
Claims 2-6, 10-11, 17-48 are rejected under 5 USC 102 (e) as being anticipated 
by Feder (US 5,872,845-IDS). 

For claim 2, Feder provides a facsimile transmitting/receiving system (figures 1 , 
5-7) comprising a standard facsimile machine (110 in figure 1) and a computer (130 and 
150 in figure 1, provide computer) based system in communication (140 in figure 1 
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provides communication) with the standard facsimile machine (170), the system 
comprising: 

a. an interface (120 and 160 in figure 1 provide interface) positioned 
intermediately of and in communication with both the facsimile machine (110 and 170 
in figure 1 ) and the computer (1 30 and 1 50 in figure 1 , provide computer); 

b. a line (140 network in figure 1 provides a line) for receiving and sending 
facsimile signals in communication with the interface for selectively communication 
directly with the facsimile machine (110, 170) and the computer (130, 150); 

c. means for converting encoded (225 in figure 2A) documents to formats 
(230) compatible with computer-supported systems and with the facsimile machine; 

wherein said means is further adapted for converting facsimile signals to a format 
for transmission over distributive communication networks (140 in figure 1; 540 in figure 
5; 640 in figure 6; 740 in figure 7) and for converting network transmitted signals in a 
format for transmission over a facsimile transmission line (at least figure 6 shows clearly 
facsimile transmission line). 

For claim 3, Feder discloses the facsimile system wherein said interface further 
includes means for sending and receiving facsimile signals over a standard telephone 
line (at least in figure 5 interface is provided for sending and receiving fax between 
location A and location B via telephone network 522 and 562). 

For claim 4, Feder discloses the facsimile system wherein said interface further 
includes means for sending and receiving facsimile signals between the computer and 
the facsimile machine (at least in figure 5 interface is provided for sending and receiving 
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fax between the computer (530, 550) and fax machines 570 between location A and 
location B). 

For claim 5, Feder discloses the facsimile system wherein said interface further 
includes means for sending and receiving facsimile signals between the facsimile 
machine and the telephone line (at least in figure 5 interface is provided for sending and 
receiving fax between fax machine at location A and fax machine at location B via 
telephone network 522 and 562). 

For claim 6, Feder discloses the facsimile system wherein said interface further 
includes means for sending and receiving facsimile signals between the computer and 
the telephone line (at least in figure 5 interface is provided for sending and receiving fax 
between the computer (530, 550) and fax machines 570 via telephone networks 522 
and 562). 

For claim 10, Feder provides a method for transmitting a facsimile signal from a 
local station (110) to a remote station (170) via a distributive communication network 
(140) comprising the steps of: 

a. generating a facsimile signal (at least fax machine 1 10 in figure 1 
generates a facsimile signal; column 5, lines 17-28) utilizing a standard facsimile at the 
local station (at least 1 10 in figure 1 provides a local station); 

b. converting the signal to a format compatible with the network (column 5, 
lines 22-34); 

c. transmitting the converted signal via the network to a remote station (170; 
column 5, lines 25-26); 
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wherein both the local station and the remote station are facsimile machines (110 
and 170 are facsimile machines), and further comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving the converted transmitted signal at the remote station (column 5, 
lines 22-34); 

b. reconverting the transmitted signal to a facsimile format (column 5, lines 
22-34); 

c. receiving the reconverted, transmitted signal at a standard facsimile 
machine (column 5, lines 27-34). 

As to claim 1 1 , Feder discloses a method for transmitting a facsimile signal from 
a local station (figure 1 , element 1 1 0) to a remote station (figure 1 , element 1 70) via a 
distributive communication network (figure 1, element 140) comprising the steps of: 

a. generating a facsimile signal at the local station (column 5, lines 17-24); 

b. converting the signal to a format compatible with the network (column 5, lines 
17-24); 

c. transmitting the converted signal via the network to a remote station (column 
5, lines 17-34). 

As to claim 17, Feder discloses an interface (120, 130) for use in combination 
with a facsimile receiving/sending station (110, 170, 570) and an Internet interface (140, 
540), comprising means for converting a signal to be transmitted/received by the 
facsimile station/from a format compatible with the network (Figures 1, 5-7; column 5, 
lines 7-34). 
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As to claim 18, Feder discloses a network further comprising a telephone line 
(figure 5, element 522) in communication with the interface (figure 5, element 520), and 
means for selective directing a facsimile signal between the telephone line, the network 
interface and the facsimile receiving/sending station (figure 5, elements 570, locations A 
and B). 

As to claim 19, Feder discloses the network wherein said network interface 
comprises a personal computer (figure 5, elements 530, 550). 

As to claims 20 and 26, Feder discloses a facsimile transmitting/receiving 
system (at least figures 1 and 5-7) comprising a sending computer (server 130 in figure 
1 or a computer A , element 530 in figure 5 is a sending computer), a computer network 
(140 in figure 1 or 540 in figure 5 is a network), and a receiving computer (server 150 in 
figure 1 or server 550 in figure 5 is a receiving computer) wherein the sending computer 
(130, 530) is comprised of an input device (110 fax is an input device) connected to a 
first controller (120, 520), in turn connected to a transmitter (130, 530) and the receiving 
computer (150, 550) is comprised of a receiver (150) connected to a second controller 
(160), in turn connected to an output device (170); 

wherein the sending computer (130 in Figure 1 , 530 in figure 5) is connected to 
the computer network (140 in figure 1 , 540 in figure 5), which is in turn connected to the 
receiving computer (150, 550); and wherein the input device (110) is capable of 
scanning a first document and providing a standard facsimile signal of said document to 
the first controller (120), the first controller capable of converting the standard facsimile 
signal to a computer data signal and forwarding said computer data signal to the 
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transmitter (130), the transmitter capable of transmitting said computer data signal to 
the receiver (140, 150), the receiver capable of forwarding said computer data signal to 
the second controller (160), the second controller capable of rendering a second 
document, which is corresponding to the first document, to the output device based 
upon the computer data signal ( 170). 

As to claims 21, 27, 32-33, 35, 37, 41 and 46, Feder discloses the facsimile 
transmitting/receiving system wherein the input device is an off-the-shelf a facsimile 
machine (figure 1, element 110, 170; 570 in figure 5). 

As to claim 22, Feder discloses the facsimile transmitting/receiving system 
wherein the second controller is capable of converting the computer data signal to a 
second standard facsimile signal and forwarding said second standard facsimile signal 
to the output device; and 

the output device capable of generating the second document on paper (figures 2A; 
element 240) 

As to claims 23, 44 and 48, Feder discloses the facsimile transmitting/receiving 
system wherein the output device is an off-the-shelf facsimile machine (figure 1 , 
element 170). 

As to claim 24, Feder discloses the facsimile transmitting/receiving system 
wherein the output device is a printer (figures 1, 5; fax includes printer inherently). 

As to claims 25, 28, 31 and 40, Feder discloses the facsimile 
transmitting/receiving system wherein the computer network is a TCP/IP network 
(column 6, lines 33-40). 
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As to claim 29, Feder discloses a method of transmitting a facsimile copy of a 
document from a first location (110) to a second location (170) comprising the steps of: 

scanning a first document into an input device at the first location (Fax machine 
110 scans the document to convert into a standard facsimile signal) to generate a 
standard facsimile signal; 

forwarding the standard facsimile signal to a first processor (facsimile signal is 
transmitted to a server 130; column 5, lines 17-28) at the first location; 

converting the standard facsimile signal to a computer data signal at the first 
location (column 5, lines 17-28); 

transmitting the computer data signal to a second processor at the second 
location (column 5, lines 25-26); 

rendering a second document substantially similar to the first document at the 
second location (column 5, lines 27-34). 

As to claims 30 and 39, Feder discloses the method wherein the transmitting is 

accomplished via a computer network (figure 1 , element 140; network reads on 

computer network; figure 5, element 540). 

As to claim 34, Feder discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 
converting the computer data signal to a second standard facsimile signal at the 

second location (figures); forwarding the second standard facsimile signal to an output 

device at the second location (figures 7). 
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As to claim 36, Fender discloses a method of transmitting a facsimile copy of a 
document from a first location (110) to a second location (170; figures 1 , 5-7) 
comprising the steps of: v 

creating a computer data signal representing a first document at the first location 
(column 5, lines 17-28); 

transmitting a computer data signal from a first processor at the first location to a 
second processor at the second location (column 5, lines 25-26); 

converting the computer data signal to a standard facsimile signal at the second 
location (column 5, lines 27-34); and 

forwarding the second standard facsimile signal to an output device at the 
second location (column 5, lines 27-34); 

rendering a second document corresponding to the first document at the second 
location (column 5, lines 27-34). 

Claims 38, 43, 45 and 47 are similarly analyzed at least as claims 1 1 , 29, 36 
above and rejected. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. 

Claims 53-60 are allowed. 

The prior art on record fails to teach or fairly suggest, singly or in combination 
that the interface further comprises one or more switches for selectively controlling 
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electronic communication between (1) said line and said computer based system and 
(2) said line and said facsimile machine. 

Other prior art cited 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Manning et al. (US 6,157,846) disclose a method of and apparatus for providing 
an interface between an analog facsimile device and a wireless network. 

Yokoyama (US 6,067,172) discloses a terminal coupled to integrated services 
digital network having confirmation call operation. 

Maeda (US 6,437,873 B1) discloses an internet facsimile apparatus, network 
system having the same, and method of controlling the same. 
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